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Listen in English is a free website focused on improving listening accuracy 
and fluency.   Students can learn English by listening to TV shows, movie 
clips, news, and science podcasts. The short activities are optimized for 
use on phones, tablets or desktop computers, so students can practice   
anywhere and anytime.  

 

Please visit the website:  www.listeninenglish.com  

 

If you like this material, please consider donating on Patreon:  

https://www.patreon.com/listeninenglish 

 

There are many types of activities included in each lesson pack.  The goal 
is not to have students do all the activities from each lesson pack.  Rather, 
teachers should choose activities that suit their students’ interests and  
level.   
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The video is available at: 
https://www.listeninenglish.com/ve149-the-intern-job-interviews.php 
 

 

 

Ben is interviewing for a job as a senior intern at an online fashion company.  Why do you 
think companies hire senior interns.  What are the benefits for the company? 
 

 

 

Directions:  Read the sentence and try to guess the meaning of the underlined words.  

1. We don’t want to do  business as usual at this company. 

2. If you have any questions, please fire away. 

3. I graduated from UCLA, class of ‘18.  

4. Let’s scratch that question.  It doesn’t seem appropriate for you.  

5. I don’t care where we go for dinner. It’s your call.  

6. You nailed the interview.  You are hired! 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ben is a retired business man. 

• He lives in New York City. 

• He has applied to an Internet clothing company to be an intern. 

          Ben                      

 SOURCE 

 Before | PREVIEW QUESTIONS 

 Before | LANGUAGE PREVIEW 

 Before | BACKGROUND 
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Directions: After you watch the video, answer these questions.  

 

1.  Someone from which department will interview Ben?  

 a) Talent Acquisition   c) Human Resources  

 b) Sales and Marketing  

2.  How many other senior interns has the company hired?  

 a) None     c) Ten  

 b) One     d) She doesn't say. 

3.  Where did Ben go to school?  

 a) Washington State   c) Columbia  

 b) Northwestern    d) She doesn't say. 

4.  When did Ben graduate?  

 a) 1965     c) 1985  

 b) 1975     d) He doesn't say. 

5.  What was Ben's major?  

 a) Marketing     c) Administration  

 b) Accounting    d) He doesn't say. 

6.  What type of company did Ben use to work for?  

 a) A clothing company   c) A phone company  

 b) A phonebook company  d) He doesn’t say.  

7.  How long did Ben work at that company?  

 a) 10 years     c) 40 years   

 b) 20 years    d) He doesn’t say.  

8.  How old in Ben now?  

 a) 65      c) 75  

 b) 70     d) 80  

9.  What does the Justin say about Ben? (Choose 4 answers.)   

 a) He looks old.    d) He looks great.  

 b) He is under qualified.   e) He is overqualified.  

 c) He made a great video.   f) He got the job. 

 

Directions: While you watch the video, think about these questions. 

 

1. What questions do they ask Ben? 

2. What are his answers?  

During | GIST QUESTIONS 

After | COMPREHENSION 
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      Ben is greeted by the receptionist.   

      The woman explains why some of the questions may not fit his profile.   

      The woman asks Ben where he went to school.   

      The woman asks Ben if he can remember his major.  

      The woman asks Ben about his work experience.   

      The woman wonders if they still make phonebooks.  

      The man wants to know where Ben sees himself in 10 years.   

      The man decides to skip a question.   

      The man tells Ben that he looks great. 

      The man welcomes Ben into the company.   

Directions:  Cut these up into strips.  After students have watched the video one time, ask 

them to put the  story back together in the correct order.   Let them watch the video again to 

check the order.  

After | STORY ORDER 
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1. They ask Ben numerous silly/stupid questions during the interview process. In your opin-
ion, which question was the worst? 

2. The company is looking specifically for a SENIOR intern. Why do you think they are looking 
for a senior intern? 

3. From your experience, what are the most common interview questions? What are some 
good job interview questions? What are some bad interview questions? 

4. What looks better on a resume - great grades from an unknown university or average 
grades from a famous university? Why? 

5. Where did/do you go to school? What was/is your major? What major or program is your 
university most famous for? 

6. Some of the managers seem uncomfortable interviewing Ben. Why? How would you feel 
interviewing Ben?  

7. Where do you see yourself in 5 years? 10 years? 20 years? 

8. Have you ever used an actual physical phonebook?  When was the last time you saw one? 

After | LANGUAGE REVIEW & DISCUSSION 
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Ben:   I'm Ben Whittaker. I received an e-mail about an interview for the senior intern program. 

Receptionist:  Hey, Ben. How's it going? 

Ben:   It's going good, real good. Thank you. 

Receptionist:  Excellent. 1) ______ __ _____ around the corner, and someone from talent acquisition will 

come get you. 

Ben:  Thank you. Talent acquisition? 

 

     *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Woman 1:   There's going to be a couple of interviews today, Ben. We want to make sure that we both 

find the right fit. 2) ________ ___ _______ is not really our motto, So we hope you have some 

fun here. This is the first time we're hiring senior interns, so some of our intern questions may 

not exactly fit your profile, but we're going to go for it anyway, okay?  

Ben:   3) _____ _______. 

Woman 1:   Okay, good. Where'd you go to school?  

Ben:   I went to Northwestern. 

Woman 1:   Hey, my brother went to Northwestern. 

Ben:   Probably not at the same time. 

Woman 1:   Probably not. He graduated in 2009. 

Ben:   4) _____ ___ _____. 

Woman 1:   Wow, what was your major? Do you remember? 

Woman 2:   And after Northwestern you went on to...? 

Ben:   I went to work for Dex One. I was in charge of overseeing the printing of the physical phone-

book. I did that for over 20 years, and before that, I was their V.P. of sales and advertising. 

Woman 2:   So, do they still make phonebooks? I mean, doesn't everyone just Google numbers? 

Ben:   I believe they do, but before Google that was how you got a number. 

Woman 2:   Oh, no, no. Yeah, I... I get it. 

Justin:  So 40 years at the phonebook company? That is amazing, seriously. Okay, Benjamin. Now, I'm 

going to ask you one of our more telling questions for all of our interns, so I want you to, like, 

this is the one to really think about, okay? And... And take your time. Where do you see your-

self in 10 years? 

Ben:   When I'm 80? 

During | SCRIPT 
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Justin:   Yeah, sure. Yeah, whatever. Um... wait. Did not realize you were 70. That's, uh... That question 

just doesn't work for you, does it? Should we just 5) _______ _____ _____ and just move on?  

Ben:  6) ____ ______ ______ Justin. 

Justin:   You look great, by the way. So great. And you're clearly more than qualified for this job. You're 

actually, like, way overqualified, and we were so impressed. You had great interviews, great 

video. You 7) _______ ____, Ben. Congrats. You're an intern.  
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After | SUMMARY 

Directions: Write sentences about the video clip using the words given. You can change the 

word form or add words, but you cannot change the word order. Use present tense. 

 

1. woman / ask / Ben / take / seat / around / corner  

2. this / first / time / company / hire / senior / intern 

3. first / woman / ask / Ben / where / he / go / school 

4. Ben / graduate / Northwestern / class / '65. 

5. second / woman / ask / Ben / work / experience 

6. Ben / work / company / call / Dex One / over / 20 / year 

7. second / woman / want / know / people / still / use / phonebook 

8. Justin / ask / Ben / where / he / see / self / 10 / year 

9. Justin / not / realize / Ben / 70 / when / he / ask / question 

10. Justin / tell / Ben / he / overqualify / job 

11. Justin / welcome / Ben / company 
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COMPREHENSION 

1. a) Talent Acquisition    2. a) None  3. b) Northwestern  4. a) 1965  5. d) He doesn't say.  

6. b) A phonebook company 7. c) 40 years   8. b) 70 9. c)   d)    e)   f)  

 

 

SCRIPT 

1) Take a seat     2) Business as usual      3) Fire away.     4) Class of ’65.     5) scratch that one    6) It’s your call 

7) nailed it   

 

 

SUMMARY 

1. The woman asks Ben to take a seat around the corner.  

2. This is the first time (that) the company is hiring senior interns. 

3. The first woman asks Ben where he went to school. 

4. Ben graduated from Northwestern [in/with] the class of '65. 

5. The second woman asks Ben about his work experience. 

6. Ben worked for a company (that was) called Dex One for over 20 years. 

7. The second woman wants to know [if/whether] people still use phonebooks. 

8. Show Hide 

Justin asks Ben where he sees himself in 10 years. 

9. Justin doesn't realize (that) Ben is 70 (years old) when he asks the question. 

10. Justin tells Ben (that) he is overqualified for the job. 

11. Justin welcomes Ben [to/into] the company.  

After | ANSWERS 


